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I knew a philosopher that was excellently skilled
in the science of astronomy, who told me he had
some years studied for some proper allusion to ex-
plain to his scholars the phenomenon of the sun's
motion round its own axis, and could never happen
upon one to his mind, till by accident he saw his
maid trundling her mop ; surprised with the exact-
ness of the motion to describe the thing he wanted,
he goes into his study, calls his pupils about him,
and tells them that Betty, who herself knew nothing
of the matter, could show them the sun revolving
about itself in a more lively manner than ever he
could; accordingly, placing his scholars in a due
position, opposite to her left side, so that they could
see the end of the mop when it whirled round upon
her arm, they took it immediately; there was the
broad-headed nail in the centre, which was as the
body of the sun, and the thrums whisking round,
flinging the water about every way, by innumerable
little streams, describing exactly the rays of the
sun darting light from the centre to the whole
system.

If ignorant Betty, by the natural consequence of
her operation, instructed the astronomer, why may
not the meanest shoemaker or pedlar, by the or-
dinary sagacity of his trading wit, dart some sudden
thought into the mind of the observing tradesman,
which he shall make his use of and apply to his own
advantage in trade, when at the same time he that
gives him such a hint shall himself, like the maid
and her mop, know nothing of the matter ?

Generally speaking, most tradesmen have some
ways particular to themselves, which they either
derived from masters who taught them, or from
the experience of things, or from something in the
course of their business which had not happened to
them before.